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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



1. Claims: 1-16,20,21 



A luminous layer is (or can be) applied on top of a 
substrate which comprises a separate low refractive index 
member having a refractive index greater than 1.0 and not 
greater than 1.30, thereby increasing the extraction 
efficiency of light generated in the luminous layer. 



2. Claims: 17-20,22 



Particles of a luminescent material are dispersed in thin 
film of a low refractive index material. 



The features of claim 12 are known (see X-document in the European 
Search Report). Organic and inorganic light-emitting devices are known 
from prior art (see first 3 A-documents in the European Search Report). 
The use of an intermediate layer having a lower refractive index than 
the transparent substrate thereby reducing the divergence angle of the 
luminescent light is also known from prior art (see US 3,573, 529 cited 
in the European Search Report). The special technical features of claims 
1, 9, 13 and 21 representing the contribution over the prior art are as 
fol 1 ows : 

Claim 1: a low refractive index member having a refractive index 
greater than 1.0 and not greater than 1.30 is in contact with the 
electrically conductive transparent film. 

Claims 9,13,21: A luminous layer is applied on top of a substrate 
comprising a separate low refractive index member which has a refractive 
index greater than 1.0 and not greater than 1.30. 

Neither these nor any corresponding technical features are 
present in claims 17 and 22, where luminescent particles are distributed 
within a thin film of a low refractive index material. 



Hence it is considered that the following separate inventions are 
not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 

1. Claims 1-16, 20, 21 

2. Claims 17-20, 22 
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